
The Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin is presented on behalf of a grateful nation to living United States 
veterans who served on active duty in the United States Armed Forces at any time during the 
period of November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, regardless of location of service.  Each veteran is 
eligible to receive one lapel pin.

Symbolism: 

•   Eagle - The eagle represents courage, honor, and dedicated service to our Nation.  As 
one of the most recognizable and notable American symbols, it is emblazoned with 
distinction on numerous military insignia.

•   Blue Circle - The color blue matches the canton of the American flag and signifies 
vigilance, perseverance, and justice. The circle shape and blue color also match the official 
seal of the Commemoration.

•   Laurel Wreath - A time-honored symbol representing victory, integrity, and strength. 

•   Stripes - The stripes behind the eagle represent the American flag.  

•   Stars - The six stars represent the six allies who served, sacrificed, and fought alongside 
one another:  Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, Thailand, 
and the United States.  

•   Message - “A Grateful Nation Thanks and Honors You” is embossed on the back, closest 
to the heart of the wearer.  Also, the official name of the Commemoration is included 
to remind each veteran that this is a national initiative, and this lapel pin is the Nation’s 
lasting memento of thanks. 
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