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Memorial to fallen Vietnam war hero
and Dunmore resident dedicated

watched a community of veterans, along
with residents of Scranton and Dunmore, attend the tribute to their sister.
“There couldn’t be a better day,” said
Joanne Drazba Katula, the nurse’s sister.
During the celebration, friends and teachers shared insights about Lt. Drazba.
Anne Domin, a close friend and nursing
school classmate of Ms. Drazba, told the
audience of many hundreds about the
care her friend gave wounded soldiers.
Making rounds late at night at a military hospital in Saigon, Lt. Drazba discovered a man bleeding from a wound.
He never forgot the nurse who saved
his life, Ms. Domin said. After learning of her death, the wounded veteran
sent Ms. Drazba’s parents floral arrangements on Memorial Day for many years.

Troops attended the June 16 dedication of a memorial to 2nd Lt. Carol Ann Drazba, who
was the first American woman and nurse to die in the Vietnam War. The event honoring the Dunmore native was held at the Gino J. Merli Veterans Center in Scranton and
was organized by Friends of the Forgotten Northeast Pennsylvania Wing. (Photo courtesy of Kim Atkinson, Friends of the Forgotten) Read more: http://thetimes-tribune.com/
news/memorial-to-fallen-vietnam-war-hero-and-dunmore-resident-dedicated-1.1330948

Scranton The Times-Journal
BY ROBBIE WARD (STAFF WRITER)
Published: June 17, 2012
Forty-six years after Dunmore native 2nd
Lt. Carol Ann Drazba died while helping wounded soldiers to good health
in Vietnam, her community honored
her life with a memorial that included
a statue of the hero who holds the distinction as the first American woman
and nurse to die in the Vietnam War.
Ms. Drazba’s family and friends joined
veterans and supporters Saturday at the
Gino Merli Veterans Center in Scranton
for the memorial’s dedication. Organized
by Friends of the Forgotten Northeast
Pennsylvania Wing, a missing-in-action
and prisoners-of-war advocacy group, the
celebration of Ms. Drazba’s life took place

“She didn’t look for glory,” said Ms. Domin, who received her final letter from
Ms. Drazba dated two days before she
died. “She just cared about people.”
Maj. Gen. Jimmie O. Keenan, chief commander of the Army Nurse Corps, said she
admired the area for organizing the event.

just steps away from where she learned
nursing at Scranton State General Hospital.

“The sense of community I see here today
is just phenomenal,” Gen. Keenan said.

Ms. Drazba died with another nurse,
a doctor and four soldiers while in
flight when the helicopter carrying
them became tangled in electrical lines.

Kim Atkinson, special events coordinator for the local chapter of Friends of the
Forgotten, saw her connection with Ms.
Drazba as serendipity. A retired nurse
and wife of a Vietnam veteran, Mrs. Atkinson said she and her husband nominated Ms. Drazba as someone who died
in a military conflict and were struck by
how few people know the nurse’s historical significance. That’s when Ms. Atkinson said she decided to help recognize the
Dunmore native in a fashion she deserved.

The memorial cost about $90,000, generated through fundraisers and donations from community and veterans groups, schools and individuals.
Along with the bronze statue of Ms. Drazba, the memorial honors the others killed
in the helicopter crash. A bench at the site
also recognizes the four other Dunmore
natives who died in the Vietnam War.
During the day’s lineup of patriotic music,
speakers and the unveiling of the statue,
Ms. Drazba’s brother and sister sat and
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“It’s been my honor to bring this to you,”
Mrs. Atkinson told the audience Saturday. “She was our hometown girl.”
Contact the writer: rward@timesshamrock.com
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Marines remember
fallen from Vietnam,
Iraq, Afghanistan
Defense Media Activity- Marines
Story by Cpl. Chelsea Flowers
CLEVELAND -- A somber crowd gathered in front of the traveling Vietnam War
Memorial Wall in Voinovich Park for a
wreath-laying ceremony during Marine
Week Cleveland June 12, 2012. Although
the wall lists the names of the fallen from
the conflict in Vietnam, the service also
commemorated those who paid the ultimate price in Iraq and Afghanistan.
“We’ve been out here 14 hours a day doing this and still every ceremony we do
is very emotional,” said Staff Sgt. Matthew Drake, staff noncommissioned officer in charge of the Marine Week honor
guard at the Vietnam War Memorial Wall.
During the ceremony, which will take place
daily throughout Marine Week, a Gold
Star family member lays the wreath at the
foot of the flagpole in front of the wall.
Today, Sandra Mendez-Ruiz placed the
wreath to honor the life and sacrifice of her
nephew, Lance Cpl. David Alberto Mendez, who was killed in Iraq six years ago.
“When David died, I lost David, but I gained
a family,” Ruiz said. “What I’ve learned in
the past six and a half years is that the Marine Corps is a family – it’s a bond unlike
any other. It doesn’t just include the Marines, it includes the family of those who
served and paid the ultimate sacrifice.”
That family loyalty was plainly seen
through the Marine sentries who walk
daily in front of the wall from eight in
the morning until 10 at night. Marine
veteran Cleveland police officers volunteered to stand guard for the evening
hours to honor their fallen brothers.

U.S. Marine photo by Cpl. Marcin Platek
Lt. Gen. Steven A. Hummer, commander of Marine Forces Reserve and Marine Forces
North, Sgt.Maj. Mike Burke, an inspector-instructor at 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, and Sandra Mandez-Ruiz, a Gold Star family member, watch as Marines march
toward a traveling Vietnam War Memorial Wall during a wreath laying ceremony at
Voinovich Park here June 12. Voinovich Park is one of the sites of displays available for
public during the Marine Week Cleveland. Along with the wall, Marine Corps vehicles,
aircraft and equipment will be available for viewing at Public Square, Voinovich Park,
Gateway Plaza and Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Marine Week Cleveland celebrates
community, country and the Corps. More than 750 Marines journeyed to Cleveland for
the event, which runs through June 17. Ohio has more than 9,000 active and reserve
Marines, making it one of the top-five producers of Marines.

Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Taylor, with
3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment,
and native of North Hampton, England, was one of the Marines chosen to serve hourly shifts as a sentry.
“It’s hot, and it can get pretty miserable, but it’s a feeling you can’t really
describe,” Taylor said about standing
guard. “It’s humbling to say the least.”
Ceremonies like the wreath laying are just
one way Marines and gold star families
alike are doing their best to keep the memories of their fallen brothers and sisters alive.
“We’re just a continuation,” Taylor said.
“It’s an ongoing thing. It’s nice to know that
when I’m gone, there will be more Marines
who will remember me and so on and so on.”
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As the wreath was placed in front of the
wall, the fallen from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan joined their fallen brothers from
past conflicts in American history. Although
they may be gone, they are never forgotten.
Take a look at our new website design:

www.VietnamWar50th.com
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/VietnamWar50th
and follow us on
Twitter: www.twitter.com/VietnamWar50th
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Past, Present, Future Come Together in Hanoi Meeting
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

HANOI, Vietnam, June 4, 2012 – The past,
present and future came together here today
during a meeting between Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and Vietnamese Defense Minister Gen. Phuong Quang Thanh.
The two men used the shared history
of the United States and Vietnam to
assess the status of military-to-military relations between the nations and
chart the future of the partnership.
The past was represented by the two men
exchanging artifacts of the Vietnam War -the diary of a Vietnamese soldier and letters written by American service members.
The present was represented by Panetta’s historic visit yesterday to an
American ship being repaired by Vietnamese workers in Cam Ranh Bay.
The future was represented by plans the
men made to broaden and deepen defense
cooperation between the two nations.
The meeting, held at the Vietnamese Ministry of Defense, was a chance for both sides
to assess the progress made in the 17 years
since the United States and Vietnam normalized diplomatic relations. Panetta said
the relationship between the two nations is
based on mutual trust and understanding.
The two men discussed the memorandum
of understanding on defense cooperation
signed last year. The memo looks at areas
where the two countries can work together,
and has been successful over the past year,
the Vietnamese defense minister said.
The two men agreed to expand cooperation in five key areas. These are high-level
dialogues between the two countries,
maritime security, search and rescue operations, peacekeeping operations and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

portance of our establishing
an Office of Defense Cooperation to enhance our cooperation in these areas and as
a signal of the United States’
enduring commitment to this
important defense relationship
of the future,” Panetta said.
The men shared views on
how the United States could U.S. Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta is greeted by Vietwork with the defense min- namese Army Maj. Gen. Nguyen Cong Son, deputy chief of the
isters of the Association of office of the minister of defense, upon arrival in Cam Ran Bay,
Southeast Asian Nations Vietnam, June 3, 2012. (DOD photo by Erin A. Kirk-Cuomo)
Upcoming and Recent Events:
to try to improve the maritime rights of
all nations, the defense secretary said.
The Wall That Heals
“We also discussed our shared commit- June 27-July1, North Kansas City, MO
ment to a peaceful and prosperous and July 18-22, Owego, NY
secure Asia-Pacific region,” Panetta said. July 25-28, Newton, IA
The secretary expressed his deep thanks
for Vietnam’s long-standing efforts to
help the United States resolve the fate
of those missing in action from the Vietnam War. “In particular I want to thank
him for his offer to open up three new
areas for remains recovery,” he said.
“Our continued progress in this area -- as
well as other legacies of war -- reflects …
the growing maturity of the relationship
between the United States and Vietnam,”
Panetta said. “I want the general to know
and the people of Vietnam to know that we
will … do everything possible to continue
to work together to achieve our shared objectives and our common goals. I believe
that the United States and Vietnam can
build a better future not only for our people, but for the entire Asia-Pacific region.”
For more stories on U.S. Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta’s travels to the
Asian-Pacific, visit http://www.defense.
gov/home/features/2012/0512_panetta1/

“I also noted in our discussion the im-
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August 4-12, Sturgis, SD
August 23-26, Klamath Falls, OR
August 28-September 4, Red Bluff, CA
www.vvmf.org/twthtour
The Nashville Connection Vietnam
Veterans of America, Ch. 523
The Traveling Wall
June 27-30 All day
Greenville, SC
www.thenashvilleconnection.com
The Spirit of America Festival
July 3-4, All day
Point Mallard Park
Decatur, AL
www.spiritofamericafestival.com/
Cold War Victory Salute Parade
July 3
Downtown, Omaha, NE
www.amvetsne.com/necal.html
Transportation Corps Reunion
Williamsburg-Jamestown Airport
July 28-29, All day
Williamsburg, VA
www.armyav.org
25th Infantry Division Reunion
September 9-15, All day
Oak Brook, IL (Chicago)
www.25thida.org
Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Reunion
August 16-19, All day
Columbus, NE
www.vetsreunion.com/index.html
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Print out your copy at: http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/assets/1/7/Signed_Pres._Proc2.PDF
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